Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

BLESSINGS on the Other Side of the STORM 
August, 2009 (Week 4)
WORSHIP

WELCOME

Our 4-point mission as a church: WINNING PEOPLE, MAKING DISCIPLES, BUILDING LEADERS & REACHING THE WORLD.

Icebreaker: 
· Have you ever experienced being caught in the middle of the storm?
· How was the experience like for you?
Let us learn from Paul after he experienced after a storm.
WORD
Main Scripture: Acts 28: 1-10

 1Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 2The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all because it was raining and cold.3Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 4When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each other, "This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live." 5But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said he was a god.

 7There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably. 8His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 10They honored us in many ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed.
In the previous chapter (Acts 27), Apostle Paul experience while traveling for Italy had experienced a storm for almost 2 weeks by boat. 
Lesson 1: FIRE WAS BUILT FOR THEM. (v. 2)
· What does this fire represents in your life?

· How can this fire benefit you?
Lesson 2: FIRE HAD TO BE FED. (v. 3)
· Why do you need to feed the fire in your life?
· What do you feed the fire in your life with?
Lesson 3: FIRE CAN DRIVE OUT THE SERPENT. (v. 3)
· What are the vipers in your life?
· What do you need to do to make the vipers in your life to come out?

Lesson 4: OTHERS ARE QUICK TO CRITICIZE. (v. 4)

· How do you respond to criticism?
· What should be your attitude towards those who criticize you?

Lesson 5: SHAKE THE SNAKE INTO THE FIRE. (v. 5)
· Is it important for you shake off the snake into the fire? Why into the fire?

· What does it take for you to shake off the snake?

Lesson 6: A REVIVAL THAT OPENS THE DOOR. (v. 7)

· What are the conditions for a revival to take place in your life?
· What happened when people see a revival?

Lesson 7: REVIVAL STARTS WHEN WE STIR UP THE FIRE OF GOD 

    WITHIN US AND WHEN WE SHAKE THE DEVIL OFF.
WORK
1. Think of situations in your life that you consider being a storm in your life. Share your experience with the group.
2. How did you handle it?

3. After learning from our lesson this week If ever you encountered yet another storm in your life, what are you going to do differently?

4. Should you be afraid of the storms that will come in your life? What should be your attitude when you are going through a storm?
CLOSING

Is there anybody blessed this week by the Lord? Share it to the group and let’s all give praises to our Heavenly Father.

Do not forget to break into two (2’s) or triads (3’s) for the group’s accountability prayer time. Guideline for this: more praying less sharing. Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 
