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LIFEGROUP LESSON

The Most Reliable Foundation

December, 2009 (Week 1)

WORSHIP

WARM UP

· Share how you make financial decisions in your life (or family if you are married/or with kids) Do you budget? Do you save? Are you in debt?

WORD Let's read Matthew 7:24-27.   

PROCESSING of Matthew 7:24-27:

· Jesus said that His Word (Bible) literally lay the foundation for a stable life. He expected those who heard his words to pay attention to what He said.

· There are only 2 types of hearers- those who pay attention and those who do not, those who work towards obedience and those who do not.

· The term for building his house is both an actual word describing a physical building project and an allegoric term for building a life.

The man who pays no attention to his foundation will have tolerance 
for rain. It means, the first thing that comes a long will discourage or 
destroy the man.

· The teaching of the Bible and the words of Jesus are meant to be obeyed and cherished and used as a literal guide for life.

The bible is not only a spiritual book that deals with spiritual matters. God has concern for material things as well.  

3 Simple truths that are the basis of “faith living” for a Christian:

1. God claims ownership of the earth. Let's read Psalm 24:1

2. God’s Word is always reliable. Let's read Isaiah 55:10-11

3. God always takes care of His people. Let's read Psalm 106:1 This chapter describes God’s faithful actions in spite of His people’s unfaithful decisions.

God never promises everyone will have abundant material riches but he does promise joy peace, optimism and commodities that are not available in this world. There is much misunderstanding about this material world as it relates to God. 

3 Simple truths about Finances

1.  We are the cause of most financial problems. The source of most financial problems is you- not God, not the devil and not the economy. Mismanagement is the #1 cause as to why people do not prosper: ignorance, greed, rebellion or stupidity. We make financial commitments that last months or years, which may result in shortage of cash, and then we say to God, “I have a need, help me.”

2.  We are responsible for our finances and all decisions should be faith based. Money should be managed based on your life values and your unswerving faith in God’s word and God’s will.  When the very values of Christ are abandoned for money where is Christ in this scenario? Are we not just like the world? In practical terms, why are you broke? Have you any savings. If not you are already mismanaging and over spending your possessions. Absolutely everyone can save if they choose to. Why don’t most people have savings? Mostly because they have chosen not to save. 

3.  We are to dedicate our ways and possessions to the Lord. “Lord I dedicate all I am, all I have and all I will become to your glory.”  If the Word of God is to be our ultimate authority than place it’s principals into your budget, time, values. Budget according to faith. If you believe in tithing than place it into your budget and do it methodically as you would pay your Meralco!

CONCLUSION:

Let's read Matthew 7:24-27 again.  If you want a most reliable foundation in your life that cannot and will not be moved listen carefully to the words of this book, consciously put them into practice and the guarantee is, you are going to be alright.

WORK:

1. What struck you most in today's lesson? Evaluate your management of finances.  Are you “faith living”?

2. List 3 financial decisions that you need to make NOW in order for you to be a “wise” builder. (eg. Stop shopping for useless things, commit to tithe, commit to save, stop impulse buying, invest in eternal things etc)

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  Share with your accountability partner if you need help in managing finances.   If one is in debt, commit to help each other get out of debt.  Remind each other to tithe and to save up. End up praying with your accountability partner/s.
