Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

A Good Kind Of Addiction

December, 2009 (Week 2)

WORSHIP

WARM UP

· What are you addicted to? What do you spend a lot of time with? 

· What are you good at? (It could be a particular skill or hobby, or academic subject, or specific area of work etc.)

WORD Let's read 1Corinthians 16:15-16 (NASB).  “Now I urge you, brethren (you know the household of Stephanas, that they were the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves for ministry to the saints), that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helps in the work and labors.”
Historical background of 1Corinthians

In Apostle Paul's letters to the Corinth (prominent Greek city situated at the crossroad of the Roman Empire) church, who made a great contribution in the history of the Christian church had tremendous problems:

· Conflict between factions within the members

· Lawsuits were being filled by members against each other

· Marital problems

· Controversies concerning legalistic food laws

· Spiritual gifts were not being exercised in a balanced manner

· There was an obvious lack of love among members

· Great misunderstanding about the resurrection of Christ.

Characters in the Corinth church:

·  Aquila and Priscilla – took Paul home during the first time he went to Corinth. They helped Paul support his ministry financially by partnering with him in their “leather-working” craft.

· Stephanas - He, along with his household members willingly and passionately DEVOTED (INVOLVED) THEMSELVES IN MINISTRY in the Corinthian church (a troubled, imperfect church). 

· Paul used the word “DEVOTED” to describe Stephanas. The Greek word is “TASSO” which means: appointed, determined, or ordained.  In KJV, devoted to ministry is translated “ADDICTED TO MINISTRY”

· It means they “APPOINTED THEMSELVES” - They passionately like “addicts” VOLUNTEERED so eagerly to be active in ministry. 

MINISTRY ADDICTS' REWARDS:

1. The fulfillment of doing what that which one is truly gifted.  (1Peter 4:10)  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.

2.  Those who serve in God's name get rewarded and will not lose their reward.  (Mark 9:41). I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will certainly not lose his reward.

3.  Ministry addicts get to share God's Happiness. This is the most important and fulfilling benefit.  (Matthew 25:21). "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness.”
WORK:

1. How is this context of “addiction” different or similar to our present day definition of addiction? How does this change your view of ministry?

2. LG leaders, share your testimony why and how you started to serve God. Share your personal experiences as a worker.

3. Discuss where each member can “volunteer” in the various ministries.  

4. Go around the group as everybody affirms each another what you perceive to be each other's strengths or gifting.

List of ministries:

Pastoral Care Department: Telecare, Visitation, Water Baptism/SES team

Services: Music, Program, Healing, Peacekeepers, LCD

Fellowship Ministries: Lifegroup, YA, MOA, F4J

Youth Department:  Youth ministry, media, sports, performing arts

Christian Education Department: Kids Church, Research, Writing, Teaching

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  
Share with your accountability partner your hindrances to joining a ministry: fear, shyness, etc.  Pray for one another. Pray that the Lord will help you overcome those hindrances and start enlisting in the army of God's servants.
