Church of God-Makati
LIFEGROUP LESSON

Developing a Heart for the Lost - February, 2009 (Week 1)
WORSHIP (Kindly choose songs with a theme on evangelism)
WELCOME

Our 4-point mission as a church: WINNING PEOPLE, MAKING DISCIPLES, BUILDING LEADERS & REACHING THE WORLD.

LG Lesson 1: Developing a Heart for the Lost

For the whole month of January we have devoted ourselves in praying and fasting specifically for our lost friends and loved ones. We have been crying out to the Lord everyday, week after week for them. But are our prayers for them come from the heart of God. The whole month of February is mainly focused on the goal: EVANGELISM.
WORD

“When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd, so he began teaching them many things.”



   





 Mark 6:34

(Read also Matthew 9:35-36; Matthew 20:34 & Mark 1:41)
The great miracles of Jesus all start with compassion and was the reason He spent time with the multitudes. Compassion for the lost does not come naturally because we are selfish from birth. We have to want to become compassionate. We have to ask God to place the burdens of His great heart within us. We have to actively yield to the moving and directions of the Holy Spirit as He arranges coincidences and circumstances so that we encounter those who are earnestly seeking Him. 

There are two (2) things you need to understand about the lost: Lost people cannot help themselves, they are completely helpless to save themselves. If they knew what to do they would do it, but they are lost and out of options; and that they are blinded by Satan, “The god of this age (Satan) has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ who is image of God.” (2 Corinthians 4:4 NIV)

According to the book I Want to Bear Fruit by Chuck Quinley there are four (4) levels of lostness:

Level 1: “I am lost and I don’t know it”

People who are lost at this level are totally unaware of it.

Level 2: “I’m starting to feel a bit disoriented.”

People at this level are looking for familiar landmarks and don’t see them.

Level 3: “I am beginning to fear what will happen to me if my present state continues. I admit that I am lost and need help.”


People at this level eagerly accept help from anyone.

Level 4: “I am screaming for help in a blind panic.”


They are totally out of control as persons and are instantly grateful and passionate about the Lord and the ones He used to rescue them.

Evangelism is agape. Agape simply means that we put the welfare of others first. It is something you do out of kindness to those who are lost. It may cost you something but it is the center of God’s character. His love towards us was translated through compassion. 

WORK / APPLICATION
1. How do you see those people around you whom you know are lost and needed the Lord?

2. Share some thoughts that you may have in response to what was discussed.

3. What steps would you do to be able to translate it into actions?

4. What would you commit for this whole month of February towards the fulfillment of COG-M thrust for this month: evangelism.

CLOSING

Pray that each of you would receive the agape love of God and that you would be driven by compassion as you pray and share to your lost friends and loved ones. Pray this concern as you pray with your accountability partner/s right after we have concluded the LG lesson for this meeting.
/glenn c.
