Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

The Truth About Angels and Demons - June, 2009 (Week 1)
WORSHIP

WELCOME

Our 4-point mission as a church: WINNING PEOPLE, MAKING DISCIPLES, BUILDING LEADERS & REACHING THE WORLD.

Icebreaker: 
If you will be asked of any general idea about angels, what would it be? How about when it comes to demons, what idea/ideas naturally come/s to your mind when asked about it. Share your answers to the group.
WORD

Scripture References: Hebrews 1:14; 1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7; 1 John 4:4
Are Angels and Demons real?

· Yes! The Bible speaks of the existence of angels 273 times in 34 books of the Bible. (108 times in the Old Testament and 165 times in the New Testament)

Old Testament Examples: Genesis 19:1; Psalm 91:11; Psalm 34:7
New Testament Examples: Matthew 4:11; Matthew 18:10; John 20:12; Hebrews 1:14

My friend claims to have ha contact with an angel, is that possible?

· Biblically, YES. (Genesis 32: 1-2; Hebrews 13:2)

I was nearly killed in a car accident, but I believe that ‘someone” kept me safe. Was it a guardian angel?

· In the Old Testament, the King of Aram wanted the prophet Elisha killed. God sent angels to physically protect him. (2 Kings 6:15-17)
· The Lord could keep us safe without angelic involvement of course. But for some reason, He has chosen to use angels, “ministering spirits” to care for His children, heirs of His salvation. (Daniel 6:19-22; 2 Kings 6:15-17; Acts 12:7-11; Psalm 34:7)

· It’s a good thing to fear the Lord and love Him.
· The Bible does not mention specifically the word guardian angel, but it does mention about little ones having angels who behold the face of God the Father in heaven. (Matthew 18:10; Luke 15: 3-7)
Can a True Christian be demon possessed?

· No! 

· Evil Spirits may influence genuine Christians or they may even lead believers into periods of depressions and oppression, but demons can never possess genuine Christians nor can they completely dominate the personality of a genuine child of God.
Why? Because the born-again Christians or believers of Jesus are:


a). Partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)


b). New creations (2 Cor. 5:17)


c). His/her body becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19)


d). Greater is the Holy Spirit in us than the devil (1 John 4:4)

What do Demons do to people?
· Demons are mentioned in 7 Old Testament books, found in 19 New Testament books and is referred to by every New Testament writer.

a. He keeps people from having true life in them. (John 10:10; John 14:6)

b. He keeps people from coming to Jesus by blinding them to the truth. He keeps people from believing the truth that Jesus is the only source of true life. (2 Corinthians 4:4; Matthew 5:14-16)

c. He steals the word of God from human hearts. (Matthew 13:19; Ephesians 1:18-19)

d. He deceives to lead people astray. (Revelations 20:7-8; Revelations 12:9; Genesis 3:13; 2 Timothy 3:12-13)
· Some present day deception

a. All Religions lead to God. (John14:6)

b. We can go to heaven by being good and doing good. (Ephesians 2:8-9)
c. We can be saved by invoking the names of people close to Jesus like St. Peter, Paul and Mary, among others (or asking for their help) (Acts 4:10)
· He prompts people to transgress against the holiness of God. (John 13:2; Acts 5:3)
If God is so wise and good, then why did He create the devil, and if He is so powerful, why doesn't He destroy the devil?
· He didn’t, but he will…

But how does a Genuine Christian experience this promised victory?
· The Christian must know four facts:

1. His/her Own Weaknesses (Romans 7:18; John 15:5-6)

2. His/her Strength in Christ  (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 4:13)

3. The Weakness of Satan and Demons (Job 1:8-12; 1 Corinthians 10:13; James 1:1-4; James 4:7)

How to Resist the Devil?

1. Live a life of submission to the will of God revealed in His word – the Bible. (James 4:7)
2. Being strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. (Ephesians 6:10)
3. Put on the full Armor of God. (Ephesians 6:11)
4. Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. (Ephesians 6:18)
5. Be self-controlled and alert. (1 Peter 5:8)
WORK

1. How does your faith in God changed after our discussion?

2. What have you learned personally in this week’s lesson?
CLOSING

Is there anybody in our group who have a specific prayer request or concern you might want our group to keep in their prayers?

Do not forget to break into two (2’s) or triads (3’s) for the group’s accountability prayer time. Guideline for this: more praying less sharing. Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 
