Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

God’s Plan for Growth in His Kingdom - May, 2009 (Week 1)
WORSHIP

WELCOME

Our 4-point mission as a church: WINNING PEOPLE, MAKING DISCIPLES, BUILDING LEADERS & REACHING THE WORLD.

It is God’s desire for all believers to grow and to mature. He does not want us, his children, to remain as we are. 

Icebreaker: 

· What are the examples of things that grow? 

· How vital is growth to a person? (your answer may not be related to spiritual things)
· When can you say that somebody is growing in Christ?

Mr. Webster defines growth as increase, expansion, development, progress, advancement or escalation.
WORD
Scripture References: (Let’s read all these verses)
· Matthew 28:16-20

· 2 Timothy 2:2

· 1 Corinthians 2:6-13

I. Misconceptions about discipleship

· It happens when I attend on Sundays.

· It is only for new Christians.

· It is a program.

· It is for mentoring.

· Have you ever thought of discipleship as those mentioned above?

· What is discipleship to you?

NOTE: This is a review of what we have discussed in the group last March.

II. What is a disciple?  

· A learner of follower or a teacher of master.

· In the Bible, those believers who followed Christ wholeheartedly.
· Peter a model disciple - John 1:40-42
40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
 41 He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). 

 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

· Peter’s experiences - Mark 8:27-29

· Initial faith

· Recognition of Jesus as the Messiah

· Developed to a fuller understanding of liberating truth
Life of Peter = Life of a Typical 

                       
           Disciple designed 

                                           by God

· Understanding Peter, how can you relate to his experiences?
III. The Making of a Disciple

1. Following in Salvation (John 1:40-42)
2. Following in Commitment (Matthew 4:18-22 & Mark 1:14-20)
3. Following in Obedience (Luke 5:1-11 & John 5:1-11)
4. Following in Sacrifice (Matthew 16:13-24)
5. Following in Failure (John 18:15-27)
6. Following in Service (John 21:15-19 & Mark 1:14-20)
WORK (Let’s get a clean sheet of paper)
1. Among the steps to becoming a disciple, which one are you having difficulty following? Why?
2. What are the things in your life that needs to grow? Write them down on a sheet of paper.
3. Looking to the list you made, write down steps you have to take for you to achieve growth.

4. As a group pray for these areas and commit them to the Lord.
CLOSING


Do you have a testimony, blessing or praise report you want to share in the group? Let’s proclaim the goodness & faithfulness of God among our groupmates. This gives glory to the Lord and edifies the church.

Reminder: Lifegroup General Assembly (for all lifegroup leaders & asst. LG leaders) this coming May 31, 2009 (Sunday) at 3:30 pm. See you there!

