Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

Genuine Worship - May, 2009 (Week 3)
WORSHIP

WELCOME

Our 4-point mission as a church: WINNING PEOPLE, MAKING DISCIPLES, BUILDING LEADERS & REACHING THE WORLD.

Review: Last month we have talked about worship. We learned that we are to worship God in spirit and in truth, with all we are. Likewise, we have studied that when we come to the presence of God we will not remain the same, we will truly be changed.

WORD
John 4:20-20

20Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."
A. “Proskuneo” (Greek) 

· Used to describe the ancient tradition of kissing the hand of a superior.

· A person bows to the ground, bows the head and kisses the hand of the one who was superior to him

· Proskuneo was also used in the sense of “bowing down, or prostrating oneself”

· It was also used to speak of a dog licking his master's hand as an image of:

· trust

· respect

· honor

B. Our English word WORSHIP comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “weorthscipe”.
· This refers to giving someone their worth.

· When it comes to God, it means ascribing to God His worth in our hearts – it means that we state and affirm His supreme value and glory.
C. Worship literally fills pages of the Scriptures.

· Genesis: Adam and Eve fell into sin because they worshiped self instead of God.

· Revelation: gives us a glimpse of pure worship in glory.
;
What Worship is and what it is not:

1. Worship is an absolute non-negotiable of the Christian life.

2. Worship is essential to everything we are and do as a believer.

3. Worship is something that is better experienced than it is defined.

4. Worship is the submission of all of our nature to God. To worship is to quicken the conscience by the holiness of God, to feed the mind with the truth of God, to purge the imagination by the beauty of God, to open the heart to the love of God, to devote the will to the purpose of God. And all this gathered up in adoration is the greatest of human expressions of which we are capable. (William Temple – Archbishop of Canterbury from 1942-44)
5. Worship is the believer's response of all that they are – mind, emotions, will and body –   to all that God is and says and does. (Warren Wiersbe, theologian and renowned author).
6. Worship is an “overflow of a grateful heart.” (Psalm 45:1; Psalm 23:5)
7. Worship is: “the Outpouring of a Soul at Rest in the Presence of God”. (Ephesians 1:3-6)

8. Worship is: “the Occupation of the Heart, Not with its Needs or Even with its Blessings, but with God Himself”. (2 Samuel 7:18; Revelation 4:10-11; Revelation 5:11-14)
9. Worship is: “the Upspring of a Heart that Knows the Father as a Giver, the Son as Savior, the Holy Spirit as the Indwelling Presence” (John 7:37-39; John 4:13-14)

WORK
1. Read through the definitions of worship and choose at least two (2) that fits your personal understanding of worship. Give your opinion.
2. Worship is an “overflow of a grateful heart.” What are the things that you need to do for your heart to overflow?
3. What to you is genuine worship? Explain your answer.

CLOSING

Do not forget to break into two (2’s) or triads (3’s) for the group’s accountability prayer time. Guideline for this: more praying less sharing. Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 







