Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

How is your Lovelife today?

November, 2009 (Week 3)

WORSHIP

WARM UP

Share a praise report.  How has God blessed you this week? 

Take the test: Are you materialistic?

Answer each question on a scale of 1 to 7, where “1” is strongly disagree
& “7” is strongly agree:

1. My closet has unopened shopping bags in it. 

2. Others might consider me a "shop-aholic”. 

3. Much of my life centers around buying things. 

4. I buy things I don't need. 

5. I buy things I did not plan to buy. 

6. I consider myself an impulse purchaser.

If you score 25 points or higher, you are a compulsive buyer!  According to survey, people who are compulsive buyers tend to be materialistic, have lower self-esteem and feel depressed, anxious and stressed. Although shopping makes them feel good, that feeling doesn't last. 

WORD

Let's read Luke 16:13 and let's meditate on those verses:

"No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money." 

There are 3 words that we need to study:

Love (definition):
1. To love; to approve of; to like; to treat affectionately or kindly

2. To show signs of love such as kiss

3. To be fond of doing

Hate (definition):
1. To hate

2. To pursue with hatred

3. To detest

4. To be hated or detested

5.   To love less

God sees loving less as hate.  Let's read Genesis 29:29-31(KJV).  

And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. 

And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years.  And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren.

It meant that Jacob loved Rachel so much that his love for Leah would seem to be “hate”.  

Let's read Luke 14: 26.  "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 

Same thing, Jesus preached that as followers of Christ or “Christians”:, our love for Christ (our Savior) should be so much that our love for our family would seem to be “hate”.

Master (definition):
1. He to whom a person belongs.
2. A title/honor expressive of respect and reverence with which servant’s salute/greet their master.
3. A title given tot he Lord Jesus in the Bible.

Let's read 1Corinthians 6:19-20 and 1Samuel 2:30

· From the verses, how should we honor God?  

· How will the Lord respond to those who honor/do not honor Him?

· What are the practical ways you can do to honor God “with your body?”

The principle of Luke 16:13 is clear:  We either love God and hate materialism or we love materialism and hate God. If we examine our hearts right now, How would our lives add up in regards to our love and hate life?  Is our lovelife 100% love to our creator and savior or for his creatures and things He created for our use.

WORK:

· As you look into your own life, do you love God 100%? or do you “hate” God (loving God less than 100%)

· What are the things you can start doing and stop doing to love God more?

· Do you bleed with greed and materialism? Why don't you make a choice to give (financially, materially, etc)?  As a lifegroup, organize a “giving” project.  Why don't you give love this Christmas Day?
ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 

