Church of God-Makati

LIFEGROUP LESSON

Envy

November, 2009 (Week 4)

WORSHIP

WARM UP

· Share a praise report.  How has God blessed you this week? 

· Define envy in your own understanding. Have you experienced “envy” in your life? Share it with the group.

WORD   

Let's read James 3:14-17.   
ENVY DEFINED (bible dictionary):

A feeling of displeasure and resentment toward another person because of his possessions, good qualities, success, etc.  It paints a picture of a discontented feeling as you witness or hear of the advantages prosperity of others.  We feel pain or distress over another person's success.

ENVY IN THE BIBLE:

· Included in the acts of sinful nature. Let's read Galatians 5:19-20

· When Paul was teaching about God's wrath against all forms of godlessness and wickedness.  Let's read Romans 1:29

· When Peter was exhorting the church to be holy. Let's read 1Peter 2:1

· Let's read Proverbs 14:30 and Proverbs 27:4
Based on the verses above, what does the bible say about envy? The bible took a strong stand against envy. Is it what you expected? Why or why not?

INSTANCES OF ENVY IN THE BIBLE:

· Lucifer vs. God.  Let's read Isaiah 14:12-14

· Joseph's brothers vs. Joseph.  Let's read Genesis 37:10-11

· Chief priests vs. Jesus. Let's read Mark 15:9-11

· Saul vs. David. Let's read 1Samuel 18:6-9

WORK

· From the stories above, observe the object of their envy.  Who do they envy? Why do they envy? Can you relate with their “envy” experience?

· Comment on this: Self-centeredness + Distrust in God = Envy.  And God-focused + Trust in God = Contentment.  Do you agree? Disagree? Why?

HOW TO OVERCOME ENVY:

1.  Do not envy.   Do not envy the gifting of others, or the anointing of others, do not envy the destiny of others, and do not envy the sinners or the “false freedom” you think they are enjoying.  Let's look into Proverbs 23:17, 24:1, 24:19-20

2.  Know your place in Christ and in the Body of Christ. Open our bibles to 1Corinthians 12:14-20.  Know if you are an eye, or an ear, or a foot and be a good eye, a good ear, a good foot.  If you are an eye, do not envy the ears, be a good eye.

3.  Seek to please God and not men. God’s ways are higher than our ways. The standards of God and the standards of the world will always contradict each other.  Choose to please God not men. Ephesians 6:5-6

4.  Put your trust in the Lord.  Psalm 37:1-7.  Trust in the Lord that He is good, smart, sovereign over your lives. Submit areas in your life that are not clear to the Lord.

Conclusion

Whether or not others succeed is not your concern.  Your concern is to keep pursuing the path God has called you to take. If you are struggling with envy, if you have envy in your heart, allow the Lord to deal with you. Put your full trust in the Lord, be convinced, be genuinely convinced that that He knows everything, He sees everything, He is sovereign over your life and that He loves you dearly.

WORK:

· What impacted you most in today's teaching about envy?

· Are there areas in your life that harbor envy or jealousy? Why don't you confess this to the Lord and share it with each other for accountability and prayer.

· Evaluate your trust level in God from 1 to 10 (10 as highest). Explain your self-assessment. What are the ways that you can cultivate deeper trust in God?

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  Let’s pray with our accountability partner/s. 

