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WORSHIP

Ice breaker:  

· Have you experienced any tragedy lately? If yes, how did you respond to it?

· Do you blame God for the tragedies of your life? Why? Or why not?

2 TRUTHS ABOUT TRAGEDY:

1. We will experience trouble in our lives.  Let’s read Job 14:1.  
Man born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.

2.  God has overcome every trouble we experience.  Let’s read John 16:33. I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.

4 BIBLICAL REASONS FOR TRAGEDY

1. To punish individuals/ nations for their sins.
Let’s read Deuteronomy 9:5.  It is not because of your righteousness or your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the wickedness of these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

2.  To discipline/ train up the whole individual.
Let’s read Jeremiah 31:18.  "I have surely heard Ephraim's moaning: 'You disciplined me like an unruly calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, and I will return because you are the LORD’. 

3.  To build specific character qualities into an individual or people.
Let’s read Proverbs 20:30.  Blows and wounds cleanse away evil, and beatings purge the inmost being.

4.  To prepare an individual to subsequently help/ minister others undergoing similar tragedies.

Let’s read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. Praise be to the God and Father of our    Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort,  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

The bottomline for all four reasons – SO THAT MANKIND WILL TURN THEIR EYES TOWARD HIM.

BIBLICAL RESPONSE TO TRAGEDY

1.  Be angry at sin and not at people.

Read Ephesians 4:26:  In your anger do not sin. Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 

“Be angry” in Greek is “orgizo” or “to become exasperated, (at sin)”

But be careful not to become their judge. It is for God to judge.

2. Humble ourselves before God.

Read 1Peter 5:6:  Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time 

2 Chronicles 7:14:  if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land 

3. Be grateful to God for His faithfulness in all tragedies

Read Lamentations 3:22-23:  Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.

CONCLUSION:

Tragedies enter our lives unexpectedly and we are never the same afterward.  Believe in Romans 8: 28  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

WORK

1. What are the things that impacted you most in this lesson?

2. Compare how your respond to tragedies to what the bible teaches. What are the things that can STOP doing and START doing in your life.

3. Ministry time:  Recognize your sins, humble before the Lord, and thank God now for His faithfulness in all the troubles in your life.

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 


