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LIFEGROUP LESSON

Meaning (A Sunday Preaching of Ptr. Jonathan Heppner)
October, 2009 (Week 4)

WORSHIP

Ice breaker:  

· In your circle of friends, who do you see to be living a meaning-full life? Why do you say that?

· If you are given a freehand in changing any aspect of your life, what will you change?

WORD

Let’s read Ecclesiastes 1:1-11.  

· Can you identify with the writer of Ecclesiastes? Why or why not?

The author of Ecclesiastes, Solomon referred to himself as a Teacher.  He had a purpose for writing skeptically.  Near the end of his life, looking back at everything he has done, he saw that most of it seemed meaningless.  He wanted his readers to avoid senseless pursuits. 

Let's read Ecclesiastes 2:4-11, 5:10-11  

· What are the things that man commonly pursue? Looking into your own life, can you relate with the writer of Ecclesiastes? Why? Please expound.

Pastor Jonathan Heppner shared that we are designed to feel and love pleasure, but if we put too much meaning in pleasure, we lose the ability to enjoy it!

Let's read Ecclesiastes 12:12-14 (NLT) But, my child, let me give you some further advice: Be careful, for writing books is endless, and much study wears you out. That’s the whole story. Here now is my final conclusion: Fear God and obey his commands, for this is everyone’s duty.  God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, whether good or bad.

The book of Ecclesiastes cannot be interpreted correctly without reading these final verses.  They are not so much what the meaning of life is, but rather what it is not.   Through a series of deductions, one by one the things that seem important are labeled as nothing but vanity, or empty and fleeting. But in the end, the conclusion that Solomon comes to is simple: Fear God and keep His commandments.  No matter what the mysteries and apparent contradictions of life are, we must work toward the single purpose of knowing God. Solomon shows us that we should enjoy life, but this does not exempt us from obeying God's commandments.  We should search our purpose and meaning in life, but they cannot be found in human endeavors.  

Conclusion

Let's read John 10:10 (amplified) I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows). 

· Jesus is the only way for our lives to be meaningful. 

· Can you say that the life you have right now is a full or meaningful life? Why or why not?

· Why don't you allow the Lord to reassign those areas in your life that were placed in the wrong pedestal. Make Jesus your main meaning in living.  Submit the desires of your heart to the Lordship of the Jesus.

Pastor Jonathan Heppner shared that people are searching so hard to be “somebody”.  He said, go be that somebody, but do not allow that pursuit to become the meaning of your life.  Only Jesus alone can bring meaning to your pursuit. 

A relationship with God is what will stand when He comes to judge the earth. And a relationship with God is the one thing that should be valued above all else. After Solomon's quest, the summary of everything he found was that a person's desires and purposes should lie not in the things of this life but in God alone. 

WORK

· What are the things that impacted you most in this lesson?  How will this change the way you look at life?

ACCOUNTABILITY TIME:  Let’s be spiritually accountable to each other. 


